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Environmental and safe transport: challenges and a 
success story for SIAS motorways

construction and operation. Nevertheless all what 
is made today to achieve “the best” possible, 
most probably tomorrow shall be something 
around the “acceptable”. 

The change of judgment is not a consequence 
of a wrong design or, even worst,  of a wrong defi-
nition of National and European standards. The 
World itself is changing in fact: time is passing 
and the human society has changing needs and 
motorway operators are demanded to face them. 
Let me explain the idea through an example, 
out of the environmental protection field. Some 
European motorways were built, maybe in the 
sixties, and the issue of a sustainable level of 
noise was not taken into account at all in the 
design and construction phases. In those specific 
cases that I have in my mind, motorways were 
passing through completely unsettled lands, 
then environmental noise was not a real issue 
to be tackled. Time passing, the choices of local 
authorities took new settlements in the range 
of motorways, the traffic grew and nowadays 
noise is clearly an issue: motorway operators 
are consequently facing this new societal need 
implementing kilometers and kilometers of noise 
barriers and assuming other mitigating measures.

On the other hand, changes could happen 
even on those priorities that are in the political 
agenda of the Country. I think everybody can 
agree on the fact that European society is more 
and more keen and devoted to the protection of 
the environment, while maybe only a couple or 
three decades ago, most European countries 
could have the “boosting of the Economy” as a 
top priority. Who knows what priorities shall be 
in the future agenda of Europe, after a crisis 
that demonstrated to be so stressful for most 
European Member States? 

Previous examples shows the changing nature 
of societal needs, all needs that are continuously 
calling the road operator to action. Nowadays 
SIAS group is trying to face a challenge of 
this kind, in order to make the network more 
efficient, more environmentally integrated and 
safer. Societal needs are calling SIAS motorway 

operators to action. Of course, this kind of 
endeavor cannot bulky rely on State budget or 
on the increasing of toll rates: a higher efficiency 
through integration of different motorways into a 
single organization could be, today, an interesting 
tool to meet societal needs.

Traffic safety is a key element for the sustain-
ability of any transport system and it is a tradi-
tional pinpoint to identify and describe role and 
activities of motorway operators.

SIAS operators keep road safety as a touchable 
reality in daily activities of each and every staff 
member. In fact, SIAS staff is daily committed 
to guarantee traffic surveillance, emergency 
measures for the protection of vehicles stuck on 
the road, to guarantee the activation of control-
command chains for the management of traffic 
and emergencies.

The availability of operational resources is 
the backbone for an action of this kind but, 
even more important is the high qualification of 
the staff. In the field of training, SIAS staff can 
claim to have reached a few best practices to 
be accounted both at national and European 
level. For instance: joint training with authorities 
and staff members of emergency services, full-
scale exercises for emergency management and 
even a cooperation with medical authorities for 
sampling to the monitoring of psychophysical 
status of road users.

By the way, in my previous text I just discussed 
about road “operation” only, while SIAS strategy 
holds on even to the prevention. The technical 
departments of SIAS operators are supported 
by the engineering corporations, the building 
firms and high technology corporations in 
order to develop a number of actions aiming 
at the prevention and at improving the infra-
structures themselves: inspection of works, 
design, conservative maintenance, improvement 
of facilities and their equipment, technology 
deployment and needed extension of the network.

Roads need to be properly constructed and 
efficiently maintained to guarantee the safety 
of the traffic: this is the daily commitment of 

This  section of “European files” magazine is 
played keeping high the flag of a mobility to 
be called “efficient, safe and sustainable”. 

Well, I deem we need to clearly state it since 
the beginning: the subject addressed is not a 
something out of current affairs, but it is a “limit 
concept” indeed. It is a challenging target that 
all of us are aiming at, but it shall never be fully 
reached. It is something like the horizon: when 
you move to reach it, it is not anymore there. This 
is the reason why I put in my title the concept of 
“challenge” ... but I put into the same title even 
the concept of “success story”, because this 
challenge is one that we are willing to accept, one 
we are unable to postpone and one for which we 
already have little success stories to be written 
here. Recently, the transport Commissioner 
Violeta Bulc declared road safety to be a true 
“European success story” and everybody can 
agree on that. SIAS group is proud to have 
given a tiny, but fair contribution to the overall 
European success and we are still working and 
struggling to hopefully be able to give a further 
contribution to the target of protecting human life. 
In the following, I shall speak of challenges and 
efforts so far undertaken towards an efficient and 
sustainable transport system, and finally I shall 
close with an overview of activities and results 
towards a safe transport system.

SIAS is a key European player operating 
1.400 km of motorways rich of traffic in the 
northern part of Italy. When building a motorway, 
such an infrastructure is (obviously) conceived 
and built with a state-of-the-art process of design, 

1  SIAS motorways group includes motorways serving 
the following regions: Piedmont, Lombardy, Liguria, Emilia, 
Tuscany, Aosta Valley - www.grupposias.it
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to the Member States by European Institutions. 
Moreover, the 2010 final balance was partic-
ularly favorable (... if we can use a word of this 
kind for road safety statistics). In fact, the final 
result accounted for less than a third of the 
2001 fatalities: a net reduction of 67.5% in the 
decade was achieved. A result even more inter-
esting when compared to the national average 
improvement (43%), or even when compared to 
the European average, stuck around a reduction 
of 44%. Nearest years allowed us to collected 
also some historical results (for our history ... of 
course): the achievement of “zero” dead on the 
road for a full year on motorway A10 (Autostrada 
dei Fiori) and again “zero” dead on the A4 - Turin 
- Milan (operated by SATAP).

This difference registered between the 
improvement achieved on the SIAS network 
and the equivalent value accounted over other 
networks shows that preventive actions to 
improve the safety of the SIAS infrastructure 
have been suitable to support and boost a 
general improvement concerning vehicles and 
user behavior.

Once performed all those tasks, you know, the 
“horizon” of SIAS operators moved forward, and 
we need to take action again, hoping tomorrow to 
have something more to write here.

SIAS motorways Group, we already said. 
Unfortunately, having roads constructed and 
well operated is not enough to guarantee an 
absolute road safety. Breakdown of vehicles, the 
environment (light, rain, fog, snow, wind, etc.) 
is always ready to put drivers in troubles. But 
human factor is the key important one. Human 
factor which means miscalculation, distraction, 
dozy driving, imprudence, drunk-driving and so 
on. Aiming at contributing to the development 
of our society, we have conceived TRIP2LIFE 
campaign trusting men (Autostradafacendo 
is the Italian name): we are confident that 
better informed users shall assume upstanding 
behaviors into practice, promoting road safety for 
themselves and the others.

Hundreds of initiatives in the field of road 
education were already achieved today. So many 
are the signs of acknowledgement so far received 
by this specific activity, aiming at a widespread 
diffusion of the safety culture. Today, 40 among 
public and private organizations have endorsed 
the campaign, now performed under the aegis 
both of national and international authorities. 
A memorandum of understanding was signed 
together with the Traffic Police whose staff is 
diffusing, on a national scale, the results of our 
work, as part of their own project. Moreover, SIAS 
activities are mentioned in the report for “midterm 
review of the United Nations Decade of Action for 
Road Safety” (2011–2020).

For the most recent years, figures for the traffic 
safety on SIAS infrastructures improved a lot, 
we can consider this one as a small “success 
story” that SIAS group can claim for: thanks to 
the improvement of infrastructure, equipment 
and operations, SIAS group has managed to 
build and consolidate a motorway network able 
to guarantee a better protection for human life, in 
view of a more efficient and sustainable transport 
service. 

Over SIAS network, the target of halving road 
fatalities was not achieved in 2010, but it was 
already reached in the period between 2008 and 
2009, two years before the deadline proposed 


